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In the Claims 

For the convenience of the Examiner, all pending claims are set forth below, whether 
or not an amendment has been made. Please refer to Appendix B for mark-ups reflecting 
changes to the claims. Please amend the claims as follows: 




1. (Amended) A method for/configuring a product, comprising: 
0^1 initiating a session in which a use| configures a product comprising a configuration of 
items selected from a plurality of items; 

generating a series of selection cjfption sets, each selection option set comprising one 
or more items; 

for at least one of the series of selection option sets, applying an optimization function 
with respect to each item in the selection option set to identify an item of the selection option 
set as a default selection, the default selection being optimal among the one or more items of 
the selection option set with respect to me optimization function; 

providing for presentation to tne user the series of selection option sets, including the 
selection option set comprising the identified default selection; 

accepting from the user a selection of an item for each of the series of selection option 
sets; and 

determining a configuration |or the product in accordance with the selections of the 
items from the series of selection option sets. 



2. (Amended) The method /of Claim 1, wherein each selection option set 
presented to the user is checked before presentation to confinn that all items in the selection 
option set are actually available to thp user in accordance with a user-specified date 
constraint. 

3. (Amended) The methofd of Claim 1, wherein identifying an item of the 
selection option set as a default selection comprises identifying the item that provides an 
optimized fit according to the optimization function. 



4. (Amended) The ijftethod of Claim 1, wherein the optimization function 
m a ximizes manufactur e r i 



DAL01:715801 



Attorney's Docket: 
020431.0983 



PATENT 
09/333,894 




6. (Amended) The t^^thod of Claim 1, wherein the optimization fUnction 
minimizes price to the user. ^' 

(Amended) The rntethod of Claim 1, wherein the optimization function is 



.9 

defined during the session 



8. (Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein the optimization function is 
defined in response to an identification of the user. 



9. (Amended) IThe method of Claim 1, wherein the optimization function is 
defined in response to a product selection decision made by the user. 
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10. (Amended) A 

providing for presentation 
option set comprising one or 

for each selection optiojji 
determining which of the items 
accordance with a user-specifi 
selection option set which are 
specified date constraint; 

for at least one of the se^ 
that provides an optimized result 

for each selection option 



miethod for configuring a product, comprising: 

to a user a series of selection option sets, each selection 
moj*e items; 

set, before presenting the selection option set to the user, 
Df the selection option set are actually available to the user in 
d date constraint and presenting only those items of the 
actually available to the user in accordance with the user- 

ection option sets, identifying as a default selection an item 
according to a preselected optimization function; and 
jet, accepting a selection of an item from the user. 



1 1 . (Amended) The method of Claim 10, further comprising: 

before any selection option sets are presented to the user, defining configuration 
information to provide the series of selection! option sets to be presented to configure the 
product; and ' 

within the determining step, determining which of the items in the defined 
configuration information are actually availabh to the user. 

12. (Amended) The method of Cla mil, further comprising: 

as selections are made by the user, ad4ing one or more constraints to later presented 
selection option sets; and 

within the determining step, detemhining which of the items in the defined 



configuration information meet the one or mo 
^actual ly available to the mgg ^. — 



*e constraints added by user selections and are 



13. (Amended) The method of Claim 10, wherein the preselected optimization 
function is selected during a session with the user in which the product configuration is 
performed. 



14. (Amended) The memod of Claim 13, wherein the preselected optimization 
function is selected as a function of an identity of the user. 
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15. (Amended) The method of Claim 13, wherein the preselected optimization 
function is selected by the user. 



16. (Amended) Th^ 

an optimized result according t6 
optimization function. 



method of Claim 10, wherein the default selection provides 
a second optimization function in addition to the preselected 



17. (Amended) The method of Claim 10, wherein the preselected optimization 
function comprises a function v/hich minimizes price to the user. 



18. (Amended) 

function comprises a function 



Tie 



method of Claim 10, wherein the preselected optimization 
Av^hich maximizes profit to a manufacturer. 



19. (Amended) 

function comprises a function 



The 



method of Claim 10, wherein the preselected optimization 
A^hich minimizes time to delivery of the product. 
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20. (Amended) A systerfi for configuring a product, comprising: 
a configuration engine operable to: 

communicate with a user interface operable to display a plurality of lists of 
items to a user and to accept a plurality of selections from the user, each list comprising one 
or more items, at least one list com])rising a default item; and 

tems according to stored configuration information; and 
ne operable to: 

^garding availability of the items in the lists of items 
generated by the configuration engine; and 

for each list of it^ms generated by the configuration engine, return to the 
more of the items which are actually available to the user 
date constraint; 



generate the lists of 
an available to promise eng 
store information re 



configuration engine a list of one c r 
in accordance with a user-specified 



the default item for the at Isast one list being determined by applying an optimization 
function to the retumed list of onip or more of the items which are actually available to the 
user in accordance with the user-snecified date constraint, the default item for the at least one 
list being optimal among the one pr more items in the at least one list with respect to the 
optimization function. 1 



2 1 . (Amen ded) The 

operable to determine the lists of 



system of Claim 20, wherein the configuration engine is 
iteitis in response to selections made by the user. 



22. (Amended) The sydtem of Claim 21, wherein the configuration engine is 

operable to apply the optimization mnction to the list of actually available items ^^tumed 

from the available to promise engine.! 

V 

23. (Amended) The system ^f ^i^m 21,'pherein the availalajje to^romise engine 
is operable to: 

apply the optimization function to the items which are actually available before 
returning the list to the configuration engme; and 

identify the default item when the list of actually available items is retumed. 
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24. (Amended) The systeny()f Claim 21, wherein: 
for each list of items to be displayed to the user, the configuration engine is operable 
to pass to the available to promise engine a list of proper configuration items; and 

for each list of proper confi^ration items, the available to promise engine is operable 

to: 

determine which itfems are actually available to the user; 
apply the optimization fimction to each available item; and 
retum to the configuration engine a list of available items and an identification 
of which item best matches the optimization function. 



25. (Amended) The system/of Claim 20, wherein the optimization function 
comprises a fiinction for minimizing prczuiuct price. 



26. (Amended) The s>^tem of Claim 20, wherein the optimization function 
comprises a function for maximizing profits. 



27. (Amended) yfhe system of Claim 20, wherein the optimization function 
comprises a function for minimizing delay until the product is available. 
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;28. (Amended) A method for configuring a product, comprising: 
initiating a session in which a user configures a product, the product comprising a 
configuration of items selected fi-om/a series of Hsts, each Ust comprising one or more items 
selected fi-om a plurality of items; 

for at least one of the series/of lists, applying an optimization function with respect to 
each item in the list to identify /a default selection comprising an item of the list that 
optimizes the optimization function relative to any other items in the list; 

providing for presentaticp to the user the list comprising the one or more items and 
including the identified default selection for the list; and 

determining a configuTy^tion for the product in accordance with the selection of items 
from the series of lists. 

29. (Amended) / The method of Claim 28, further comprising repeating the 
following for each list of the series of lists until a last list is reached: 

receiving from the/user a selection of an item firom a current list comprising one or 
more items; 

generating a next/list comprising one or more items in accordance with the selection 
of the item fi*om the current list; 

applying an optimization function with respect to each item in the next list to identify 
a default selection comprising an item of the next list that optimizes the optimization function 
relative to any other items in the next list; and 

providing for presentation to the user the next list comprising the one or more items 
and including the identified default selection for the next list. 



30. The method of Claim 28, wherein generating the next list comprises: 
determining a valid item configuration for the product in accordance with the 

selection of the item from the current list and in accordance with a constraint restricting 

selection of an item for the product; and 

generating the next list comprising only one or more items of the valid item 

configuration. 
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31. (Amended) The method of Claim 28, wherein generating the next list 
comprises: 

determining one or more items of the next list that are actually available to the user in 
accordance with a user-supplied date constraint restricting selection of an item for the 
product; and 



generating the next list comprising only the one or more items of the next list that are 
actually available to the user in accordance with the user-supplied date constraint restricting 
selection of an item for the product. 




32. The method of Claim 28, wherein the optimization function comprises a 
function for minimizing product price. 



33. The method of Claim 28, wherein the optimization function comprises a 
function for maximizing profits. 

34. The method of Claim 28, wherein the optimization function is selected as a 
function of an identity of the user, 

35. The method of Claim 28, wherein the optimization function is selected by the 

user. 
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36. (Amended) A system foribonfiguring a product, the system compnsmg one~ 
6re software components embodied ifi computer-readable media that when executed are 
collectively operable to: 

initiate a session in which a Aser configures a product, the product comprising a 
configuration of items selected fi*om sf series of lists, each list comprising one or more items 
selected from a plurality of items; 

for at least one of the series /of lists, apply an optimization fimction with respect to 
each item in the list to identify af default selection comprising an item of the list that 
optimizes the optimization fiinction /relative to any other items in the list; 

provide for presentation to the user the list comprising the one or more items and 
including the identified default selection for the list; and 

determine a configuratiory for the product in accordance with the selection of items 
om the series of lists. 



37. (Amended) Thfe system of Claim 36, operable to repeat the following for 
each list of the series of lists until a last list is reached: 

receiving from the usqr a selection of an item fi-om a current hst comprising one or 
more items; 

generating a next list /comprising one or more items in accordance with the selection 
of the item fi^om the current Ist; 

applying an optimization fiinction with respect to each item in the next list to identify 
a default selection comprisimg an item of the next list that optimizes the optimization fiinction 
relative to any other items in the next list; and 

providing for presentation to the user the next list comprising the one or more items 
and including the identified default selection for the next list. 



38. The system of Claim 36, operable to generate the next list by: 
determining a valid item configuration for the product in accordance with the 

selection of the item fi-om the current list and in accordance with a constraint restricting 

selection of an item for the product; and 

generating the next list comprising only one or more items of the valid item 

configuration. 
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39. (Amended) The system of Claim 36, operable to generate the next hst by: 
determining one or more items of the next Hst that are actually available to the user in 

accordance with a user-supplied date constraint restricting selection of an item for the 

product; and 



generating the next list comprising only the one or more items of the next list that are 
actually available to the user in accordance with the user-supplied date constraint restricting 
selection of an item for the product. 

40. The system of Claim 36, wherein the optimization function comprises a 
function for minimizing product price, 

41. The system of Claim 36, wherein the optimization function comprises a 
function for maximizing profits. 

42. The system of Claim 36, wherein the optimization function is selected as a 
function of an identity of the user, 

43. The system of Claim 36, wherein the optimization function is selected by the 

user. 
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